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DANGEROUS CURVES
Remembering architectural
visionary Zaha Hadid

A HISTORY OF INNOVATION
Poss Architecture honors the
natural landscape of Aspen.

SLOW ARCHITECTURE

Opting for mindful design prac-
fices helps protect the planet
and reduce the power bill.

IT'S ELECTRIC

Mountainside living powered
by renewable energy at Snow-
mass Village's Electric Pass
Lodge

THE RISE OF GEOTHERMAL
Beat the heat and stay warm
in the winter with geothermail
technology.

INSIDE THE COCOON HOUSE
The psychological and eco-
nomic forces that influence
solar technology, as told in
Cocoon House, Light in Sustain-
able Architecture and Design

REENVISIONED AND
REMASTERED

The Latch Southampton Village
breathes new life into a storied

East End estate. 94  ARTIST FILE

Creatives Griffin Loop and Joe
NATURAL FLOW Henry Baker on the connection
The imagination behind Un- between art and wellness
limited Earth Care'’s tranquil 100
garden designs, Frederico 96 DESIGN DIRECTORY
Azevedo Elite architects, designers and
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PURIST

Zaha Hadid Architects
honors the late design
visionary’s legacy with the
Guangzhou Opera House.

landscape services in Aspen,
Miami, Palm Beach, NYC and
the Hamptons

PURE PROPERTY
Real estate news in Aspen,
Miami, NYC and the Hamptons

Virgile Simon Bertrand
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I think of landscape design as the impulse to heighten

the emotional experiences of nature. My approach to
sustainable design is fo form an impression of the natural,
a guided prompt. | choose native and well-adapted plants
to form contemporary designs that infegrate the specific
environments of each site, and | aim to balance that wild
beauty with intention. Paths, pools, ponds, patios, walls
and steps draw people info the garden, so | consider them
very carefully.

| recently explored my design process in my book,
Bloom: The Luminous Gardens of Frederico Azevedo,
which explores essential concepts of natural design,
such as stone and water. | bring stone into a design for
different reasons. A grand set of smooth stone steps is a
sleek complement to freeform blooming shrubs such as
hydrangeas and buddleias. For a more romantic effect,
| use mortarless dry stone walls, which have a great look
but are also very strong.

My approach to pools is similar. They're graphic and
imposing, so | mediate their effect by either going further
or tempering it. One way | do this is to frame the view of the
pool with carefully placed flowerbeds in a vibrant color,
so walking fo the pool area feels more like approaching

93

Frederico AZevedo, is
a place of harmpny,
balance and emotion.

a pond. | always bring flowers near the water, because
that's where people spend their time; | concentrate on the
aromas, the colors and the butterflies there. Water can
also be an aid for meditation and calm. | design reflecting
pools to pull the color of the surrounding garden, inviting
petals and thoughts to float for a while. It adds that touch
of fantasy and luxury, a nod to the mythological and
Renaissance-inspired grottoes and fountains of French
formal gardens.

Studies show that nature, and even gardens specifically,

are beneficial to our mental health, something many
people have experienced for themselves in the past year.
In our new reality, elegant and joyful outdoor spaces
where we can connect with nature or just find moments of
calm are a great pleasure.

I'm excited to announce that this June, | will be opening
The Garden Market, a new structure at my 2249 Scuttle
Hole Road headquarters in Bridgehampton, welcoming
a new piece of the Unlimited Earth Care experience. I'm
going to be able to share my bloom philosophy more
directly with people, along with the freshest native and
well-adapted plants and flowers from local growers.
unlimitedearthcare.com.
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